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endeavoured to obtain votes and acquire interest for
themselves and their friends. The Government had no
direct control over the affairs of the Company, but the
power of granting or withholding naval and military
assistance, and the disposal of the patronage of the
Crown, gave ministers great weight both in the Court of
Proprietors and the Court of Directors. This power was
more frequently exerted to serve friends and acquire
Parliamentary influence than to promote the interests of
the Company and the country.
The constitution of the Company, framed with a view
to trade, was little suited to the government of a great
empire. When the line between commercial and politi-
cal operations was first overstepped in India, the innova-
tion was viewed with alarm. It was only gradually, as
the victories of Olive opened wider prospects, that a
change took place in the feelings of the Proprietors.
One party gloried in the results of the military opera-
tions, another dreaded the wrath of the Great Mogul,
a third was opposed to a policy of aggrandisement, and
a fourth was eager to plunder those of their agents who
had made large fortunes. The struggles of these parties
for power led to the issue of contradictory orders, which
rendered the task of administration in India well-nigh
impossible. The Directors were supposed to be governed
by personal motives rather than by considerations of
duty. Public opinion was hostile to them, and Lord
Alison bluntly told them that "in place of labouring for
the interest of the Company and the nation, their sole
aim seemed to be gratifying their private resentments,
distressing His Majesty's service, and embroiling their
constituents* affairs."